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an emerging need
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Universal newborn hearing screening (UNBHS) pro-
gram is important for early detection of newborn deaf-
ness. It has advantage over high-risk targeted screening
where nearly 50% cases of newborn deafness might be
undiagnosed. There is a need to effectively implement
the UNBHS program in a large country like India where
there are multiple challenges related to resource avail-
ability, cultural beliefs, and lack of awareness. The socio-
economic burden of disabilities is well known. Early
intervention is necessary to achieve optimal results of
rehabilitation. Moreover, it is necessary to keep in mind
that many of the cases of childhood deafness might be
manifested later in the school going children. We must
remember that 65% of hearing impairment in school
going children is conductive hearing loss which is revers-
ible and preventable [1]. We need to focus our attention
to children with mild and moderate unilateral hearing
impairment who are often undiagnosed and labelled as
‘slow learner; ‘day dreamer; etc. In such scenarios, hear-
ing impairment can lead to poor scholastic performance,
with behavioral problems, low self-esteem, and prob-
lematic social interactions [2, 3]. The review by Ansari
rightly pointed out the need to focus on hearing screen-
ing strategy in the school going children [2]. There is an
added advantage in implementing the school hearing
screening program such as the susceptible group can
be easily identified as well as the screening can be per-
formed only in the school premises. The program can be
cost effective since the screening does not require addi-
tional manpower. The school teachers can be effectively
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trained to perform the same with the use of simple device
like the otoacoustic emission (OAE). Failed screen can
be referred to a specialist for confirmation and diagno-
sis. Parents can play an important role and can be a part
of the team to address a preventable and mostly revers-
ible disability in this age group. This review by Ansari
has touched upon an important aspect of school hearing
screening program. It is hoped that more research will be
taken up in this field, and necessary steps will be taken
for successful implementation of school hearing screen-
ing program.
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